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RFO 


Radio  F^i-m  Direcfor 

Radio  ond  Television"Semd0e 

Office  of  Information  -  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 


October  3,  1952 
Letter  No.  535 


Dear  Radio  Farm  Director: 


A  couple  of  weeks  ago  we  sent  you  word  on  a  new  modif ied  .2,4-D. . , 
this  week  there *s  word  of  an  improved  lindane.    Department  chemists  and  en- 
tomologists have  worked' together  to  come. up  with  this  virtually  invisible 
hut  longer  lasting  insect -killing  mixture.    By  mixing  lindane  with  a  resin- 
like material  (chlorinated  polyphenyl  is  the  $6^4-  dollar  name  for  it)  they 
came  up  with  asuhstance  that  holds  its  power  to  kill  susceptihle  insects 
at  least  twice  as  long  as  ordinary  lindane  sprays.    As  a  further  advantage.,, 
the  new  mixture  doesn't  develop  the  whitish  powder  deposits  when  applied  to 
walls,  "basehoards,  etc.,  "but  remains  practically  invisihle. 

Tests  with  the  improved  lindane  show  that  even  after  60  days  a 
treated  surface  will  kill  80  percent  of  all  cockroaches  exposed  for  2  hours 
and  66  percent  after  90  days.    That's  compared  with  only  k  percent  of  the 
roaches  killed  "by  ordinary  lindane  after  60  days. 

New  Fat  Test  For  Milk 

Quite  some  time  ago,  In  the  May  l6  RFD  Letter  to  he  exact,  we  . 
mentioned  that  Department  specialists  were  working  on  a  new  method  for  test- 
ing butterfat  that  might  eventually  be  simplified  to  the  point  that  milk 
could  be  tested  simply,  inexpensively,  and  accurately  right  on  the  farm. 

There's  further  word  on  that  this  week.    Department  dairy  special- 
ists have  announced  that  tests  have  shown  the  new  method,  which  uses  a  de- 
tergent rather  than  sulfuric  acid,  measures  the  fat  content  as  accurately 
as  the  Babcock  test.    Besides  producing  a  clearer  fat  column  in  the  bottle 
neck  and  permitting  a  more  precise  reading  of  the  fat  percentage,  the  de- 
tergent compound  makes  the  bottles  easier  to  clean  than  when  sulfuric  acid 
is  used.    Danger  to  the  operator  is  also  lessened  with  the  new  test. 

Attempts  to  further  improve  the  test  are  still  under  way  and,  from 
findings  in  preliminary  studies,  researchers  have  hopes  that  certain  improve- 
ments can  be  made  to  make  the  test  even  more  accurate. 


NATIONAL  h'E  ACHIEVEMENT  DAY  IS  NOVEMBER  8 
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Release  Round-Up 

Flagging  to  your  attention  some  releases  of  special  interest  that 
have  heen  sent  you  since  our  last  letter:     (216I-52)  latest  figu2res  on  farm 
electrification  with  State  by  State  "breakdowns  and  the  announcement  that 
more  than  88  percent  of  U.  S.  farms  now  have  electricity;   (21^1-3-52)  the 
story  of  Federal  vesicular  exanthema  quarantines  "being  established  on  parts 
of  Arkansas,  Minnesota,  Washington,  Georgia,  and  Illinois;  and  (2083-52) 
word  on  prospective  supplies  of  the  three  primary  fertilizer  elements  for 
the  '53  crop  year.    Announced  last  week  in  release  (2072-52)  was  the  finding 
of  the  pink  "bollwom  in  previously  uninfested  areas  of  Texas,  and  large  num- 
bers of  the  Angoumois  grain  moth  in  New  Jersey. 

Support  On  Corn  Announced 

Yesterday  brought  word  that  '52  crop  corn  will  be  supported  at  a 
price  level  of  $1.6c  a  bushel  as  a  national  average.    Tint's  3  cents  a 
bushel  higher  than  the  support  on  '5I  crop  corn.    Loans  and  purchase  agree- 
ments on  '52  corn  will  be  available  to  farmers  from  time  of  harvest  through 
May  31,  1953,  and  will  mature  on  July  3I,  1953.    Those  of  you  wanting  rates- 
of -support  for  counties  in  your  coverage  area  can  get  them  from  either 
State  or  county  offices. 

On  Buying  Turkeys 

In  the  September  5  Letter  we  mentioned  the  Department's  plan  for 
buying  turkeys  to  help  maintain  prices  that  are  fair  to  the  grower.  Latest 
development  on  that  program  is  the  announcement  that  offers  v^ill  be  accepted 
twice  a  week  during  the  month  of  October  rather  than  just  once  a  week  as 
originally  announced.    Department  officials  feel  this  change  will  provide 
a  greater  outlet  for  turkeys  dioring  the  time  when  marketing  of  this  year's 
record  crop  is  expected  to  be  unusually  heavy.     (Further  details  for  those 
wanting  to  sell  turkeys  under  this  program  are  available  from  Poultry 
Branch,  PMA,  USDA,  Washington  25,  D.  0.) 

IFYE's  Come  Home 

Last  spring  we  sent  you  word  about  the  International  Farm  Youth 
Exchange  delegates  from       States  and  Alaska  who  went  abroad  in  June  to  live 
and  work  with  farm  families  in  23  countries  of  Europe,  the  Near  East  and 
Africa.    Everett  Bierman  of  the  ^-E  Foundation  gives  us  advance  notice  that 
the  delegates  will  return  to  New  York  on  November  11th,    That  means  most 
of  them  will  be  home  four  or  five  days  later. 

Many  of  you,  no  doubt,  have  been  getting  reports  from  these  "grass- 
roots ambassadors"  while  they  were  away.    If  so,  you  know  that  their  exper- 
iences in  the  course  of  living  with  farm  families  in  other  countries  will 
make  good  program  material.    The  IFYE's  have  cleared  up  misconceptions  about 
this  country  and  Americans,  and  have  learned  first-hand  of  the  various  hopes 
and  problems  of  our  farm  neighbors  in  other  parts  of  the  world. 

We'll  be  including  further  details  on  the  IFYE's  return  in  future 

letters . 


NEXT  (EI^RAL  CROP  REPORT  OUT.  .  .Friday,  Oct.  10,  3  P.m.  EST 
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Got  Any  Llsten&rs  With  Husking  Pegs? 

In  case  you  have. . .here 's  a  chance  to  swear  them  in  as  "good  will 
ambassadors . " 

As  a  part  of  the  drive  for  greater  production  of  food  in  Western 
Europe,  U.  S.  specialists  are  doing  all  they  can  to  encourage  the  use  of 
hybrid  corn.    Last  week  a  three -man  team  from  this  country  left  for  Europe 
to  help  in  that  drive,    Memhers  of  that  team  were  Elmer  G.  Carlson  of 
Audubon,  Iowa,  world's  champion  corn  husker  in  1935i  J«  C.  Eackleman,  ex- 
tension agronomist  of  the  University  of  Illinois;  and  I^rle  Jenkins  of  the 
Bureau  of  Plant  Industry  here  in  the  Department  of  Agriculture. 

In  addition  to  using  their  knowledge  to  help  solve  production 
and  harvesting  problems  arising  in  this  relatively  new  European  practice, 
they're  using  the  competitive  technique  to  generate  interest  in  use  of 
hybrid  corn.    Carlson  is  putting  on  corn-hueking  demonstrations  himself  and 
getting  up  corn  husking  contests,  U.  S,  style.    Tl-jat's  where  the  husking 
pegs  come  in.    He's  putting  out  an  appeal  for  corn  belt  farmers  to  donate 
husking  pegs  and  hooks  left  over  from  their  hand  husking  days.    Donors  are 
asked  to  print  their  names  and  addresses  on  the  leather  part  to  show  the 
interest  of  American  farmers  and  possibly  encourage  a  flow  of  correspond- 
ence between  farmers  in  Europe  and  the  U.  S, 

Carlson  is  particularly  anxious  to  work  with  the  young  people. 
He  feels  if  he  can  make  a  sport  out  of  this  and  get  the  kids  interested 
enough  to  compete  with  each  other  in  corn  husking  that  much  of  the  switch 
to  better  corn  can  be  accomplished  through  them. 

In  case  you're  interested  in  Joining  the  hook  collecting  campaign, 
hooks  and  pegs  go  to  Elmer  G.  Carlson,  Audubon,  Iowa.    They'll  be  forwarded 
to  him  in  Europe , 

This  "Super"  Age 

To  go  along  with  this  "super"  age  Department  specialists  came  up 
last  week  with  a  "superconcentrated"  grape  Juice.    It's  particularly  de- 
signed to  help  fill  the  need  of  the  Armed  Services  for  full-flavor  fruit 
Juices  in  compact  form. 

The  researchers  in  the  Department's  Eastern  Eogional  Research 
Laboratory  in  Philadelphia  turned  out  this  concentrate  which  can  be  diluted 
with  six  parts  of  water  to  one  part  of  Juice.    The  frozen  concentrates  \iq 
now  buy  in  the  store  are  diluted  on  a  three  to  one  basis.  The  new  concen- 
trates can  be  used  for  flavoring  ices,  candy,  carbonated  beverages  and 
other  foods, 

Superconcentrated  Juice  offers  many  advantages  in  packing,  stor- 
ing, and  transportation.    It  is  of  special  interest  for  use  on  submarines, 
where  space  is  at  a  premium.    It  may  be  kept  in  the  ordinary  refrigerator. 
In  tests  it  was  successfully  stored  at  35  degrees  Fahrenheit  for  as  long 
as  a  year.    However,  it'll  probably  be  some  time  before  the  industry  can 
get  these  " supe rc once nt rates"  into  commercial  production. 
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On  Cotton  Eeeearch 

For  more  than  a  centuiy  the  textile  industry  1ms  heen  plagued 
"neps". , .those  tiny  white  specks  or  hunches  that  lower  the  quality  of 
cotton  fabrics.    North  Carolina  State  College  and  USDA  specialists  have 
come  up  with  at  least  a  partial  solution  to  the  prohlem.    They've  found 
that  neps  are  caused  by  tiny  cotton  fibers  getting  "out  of  control"  and  be- 
coming entangled.    Neps  do  not  occur  in  the  bo2.1,  or  pod,  but  are  formed 
by  manipulation  of  the  fibers  during  the  ginning  and  textile  processing. 
Researchers  have  found  that  by  careful  processing,  keeping  machines  clean 
and  free  of  rough  spots  or  nicks,  using  certain  speeds  and  settings,  and 
"working"  the  cotton  as  little  as  possible  the  number  of  neps  can  be  cut 
in  lialf . 

Department  Urges  Stabilizing  1^/heat  Marketing 

Department  officials  are  reminding  farmers  that  there's  no  need 
to  dump  wheat  on  the  market  this  fall  at  low  prices.    Commodity  Credit  Cor- 
poration price  supports  --in  the  form  of  loans  or  purchase  agreements 
will  be  available  until  January  31  "to  help  wheat  growers  stabilize  their 
market. 

As  you  know,  this  year's  crop  is  now  forecast  as  the  second  larg- 
est in  our  history,  and  while  more  wheat  has  been  put  under  loan  than  by 
this  time  last  ^'oa.r,  there  is  still  need  for  a  larger  proportion  to  be 
covered  by  supports  if  farmers  expect  price  supports  to  be  effective. 

Although  wheat  harvest  is  over,  there  are  many  areas  wliere  farm- 
ers have  large  amounts  of  wheat  stored  on  their  farms  or  in  commercial 
warehouses.    Most  of  it  is  eligible  for  price  supports.    Local  Production 
and  I^ferketing  Administration  Committees  have'  further  details  about  tli© 
program. 

It's  NEPH  Week 

October  5th  to  11th  is  National  Employ  the  Physically  Handicapped 
Vfeek,    As  raa,ny  of  you  remember  it's  the  yearly  drive  to  promote  jobs  for 
the  handicapped.    On  first  thought  many  of  us  tend  to  think  of  that  kind 
of  an  effort  as  being  for  industry  alone.    Such  is  not  the  case.  Thousands 
of  handicapped. . .veterans  and  non-veterans. . .are  doing  a  real  Job  on  U.  S, 
farms.    As  an  example,  we  cite  Edward  Jeanciuart  of  Kev/aunoe  County,  Wise, 
a  veteran  who  came  through  World  War  II  with  only  one  small  attack  of 
malaria.    It  was  after  he  was  back  on  the  farm  that  he  was  struck  by  a 
falling  1 ree ...  crushing  his  spine  and  paralyzing  him  from  the  waist  down. 
Even  after  undergoing  an  operation  to  remove  the  pressure  and  spending  six 
long  months  in  traction  trying  to  straighten  his  damaged  spinal  cord,  he 
still  couldn't  use  his  legs.    But  tha.t  didn't  stop  Ed.    He  built  up  his 
chest,  shoulder  and  arm  muscles  to  take  the  place  of  his  legs,  and  now  with 
log  braces  and  crutches  he's  back  on  the  farm  taking  care  of  his  hogs  and 
a  dairy  herd  and  repairing  his  o\m  farm  machinery. 

"Eire  the  Handicapped"  has  a  place  in  farm  thinlcing  as  well  as 
that  of  industry. 


USDA  COTTON  EEPOET  OUT. . .Wednesday ,  Oct.  8,  11  a.m.  EST 
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Outlook  Conference  Octobor  20th  to  2hth 

The  annual  Outlook  Conference  will  soon  be  upon  ue.    As  many  of 
you  remember,  it's  put  on  cooperatively  by  the  Bui^eau  of  Agricultural  Eco- 
nomics, Bureau  of  Human  Nutrition  and  Home  Economics,  and  the  Extension 
Sei-vice.    Economists  and  Home  Economists  from  just  about  every  State  will 
be  on  hand. 

It's  at  this  conference  ths.t  USDA  folks  piece  together  all  the 
information  available  from  Government  agencies  and  come  up  with  the  broad 
outlook  for  agriculture  at  a  nfl.tiona].  and  international  level.    From  this 
comes  the  national  agricultural  outlook.    Then,  to  this  information,  State 
and  county  economists  apply  the  specific  conditions  in  their  areas  and  ar- 
rive at  the  more  specific  expectations  on  supply,  demand  and  prices  for 
the  coming  year.    It  is  from  these  conclusions  that  famers  can  get  econo- 
mists' thinking  on  what  kind  of  crop  and  livestock  program  is  likely  to  be 
the  most  profitable  in  their  area  next  year, 

BECORDINGS, . 

In  past  years  many  of  you  EFD'c  liave  requested  recordings  covering 
the  conferance.    Those  of  you  wanting  recordings  this  year  are  asked  to  fol- 
low this  procedure  in  requesting  recordings;     (l)  write  us  a  letter  speci- 
fying \rho  you  want  on  the  tape,  what  it  should  bo  about,  how  long  it  should 
be,  and  whether  you  want  intei-^iew  or  a  statement  type  of  recording;  (2) 
send  a  carbon  copy  of  that  letter  to  your  State  Extension  Editor;  and  (3) 
send  the  letter  and  tape  to  me:    Kenneth  M.  Gapen,  Badio  and  TV  Service, 
USDA,  Washington  25,  D.  C. 

Act  now. , .  .we  must  have  your  request  and  tai:)e  by  October  17. 

How  About  A  Favor? 

On  September  23,  the  U,  S.  Civil  Service  Commission  announced  an 
examination  for  Junior  agricultural  assistant. 

One  of  the  options  of  the  examination  Is  for  the  position  of  agri- 
cultural writer-editor.    This  should  be  of  particular  interest  to  recent 
Journalism  graduates  and  Journalism  class  seniors.    Students  who  expect  to 
complete  courses  by  June  30,  1953 ^  ^y  apply  for  the  examination. 

We,  and  I'm  sure  you,  recognize  that  it  is  important  to  agricul- 
ture and  i-ural  people  that  V7ell-qualif ied,  promising  young  people  be  re- 
cruited to  staff  the  Department  of  Agriculture  and  other  agencies  in  the 
years  ahead.    This  is  true  in  the  field  of  agricultural  and  home  economics 
information  as  well  as  in  other  fields,  and  we  will  appreciate  your  cooper- 
ation in  letting  suitable  young  people  know  about  the  examination,  and  en- 
couraging them  to  take  it  if  they  are  interested. 

The  closing  date  for  applications  is  October  21.    If  you  know  of 
any  promising  college  Juniors  that  might  be  interested  in  such  work  with 
the  Department,  please  pass  the  word  along  to  them.    Making  an  application 
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obligates  tbem  in  no  way  whatsoever.    Application  cards  may  "be  gotten  from 
any  first-  or  second-class  post  office.    Full  details  about  educational 
and  experience  requirements  for  each  position  will  be  sent  to  applicants 
after  they  file  application  card  Form  5OOO-AB. 

Network  Farm  and  Home  Shows 

ABC  American  Farmer .. .Saturdays  12:30  to  1:00  EST,     "Top  of  The 
Farm  News"  with  Jack  Towers  and  Bob  Crom.    October  11  feature  comes  from 
Bentsville,  M.,  where  young  farmers  and  homemakers  are  giving  a  farm  a 
one-day  face  lifting.    Don  Dickson,  Ext,  Radio,  Md.,  reports.    October  I8 
feature  originates  with  Clem  Lewis  at  Eutgers  IFniversity  and  tells  the 
story  of  how  to  store  food. 

NBC  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour Saturdays  1:00  to  1:30  EST. 
"USDA  Headlines"  with  Ken  Gapen,     October  11  features  music  specialty  while 
the  October  I8  features  originate  In  Kansas  City  with  a  report  from  the 
1952  American  Royal  Livestock  Show  and  the  story  of  the  19^2  National  Con- 
vention of  Future  Fanners  from  America  in  Kansas  City. 

Included 

Enclosed  this  week  is  the  latest  BAE  report  on  farm  real  estate 
with  the  story  of  the  steady  drop  in  land  sales,  Garden  and  Home  Food  Pre- 
servation Facts  with  tips  for  storage  of  garden  produce  and  fall  gardens, 
the  Secretary's  proclamation  of  National  k-E  Achievement  Day,  the  Statis- 
tical Summary,  Agricultural  Outlook  Digest,  and  some  helpful  facts  for 
beef  consumers. 


Among  Ourselves 

Dan  Thompson,  National  Safety  Council,  reminds  us  that  the  Nation- 
al Safety  Congress  dates  are  October  20  to  2^1  th. 


Had  a  call  from  Chet  Randolph,  Myzon  Inc.,  on  Wednesday  saying 
that  he'd  be  in  Monday  to  pick  up  some  recordings  with  Department  special 
ists.    Reports  he  has  a  show  both  17H0,  Des  Moines,  and  WLS,  Chicago, 

Cordially, 


Kenneth  M.  Gapen 

Ass't  Director  of  Information 

ENCLOSURES:  for  Radio  and  Television 

Beef  facts  for  Consumer  Education 

The  Agric'l  Outlook  Digest 

The  Farm  Real  Estate  Market 

Statistical  Summary 

Garden  and  Home  Food  Pres.  Facts  No.  19 

Secretary's  proclamation  on  Nat'l  k-B.  Achievement  Day 


RFO  LETTER 

To 

Radio  Farm  Directors 


From 


Radio  ond  Television  Service 

Office  of  Information  -  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 


Dear  Radio  Farm  Director: 


October  1?,  1952 
Letter  No.  536 


Todaj-  finds  us"  onHh©  4©cM?®te^'^o!P^^(Fife''^©1|h  Annual  Agricultural 
Outlook  Conference  and  "by  tlfe  time  you  get,,:j^Jils  letter  we'll  probalDly  be 
knee  deep  in  a  "look  ahead"  Wtr^'iSiglTTculture , 

Sessions  start,,  here  in  the  Department  on  Monday  morning  and  con- 
tinue through  Friday  morning.  In  the  next  issue  of  this  letter  ve*ll  have 
a  list  of  the  talks  made  at  the  conference  of  which  you  can  request  copies. 

Looking  ahead  to  next  week^  here's  what  some  of  the  outlook 
issues  of  some  of  the  major  situation  reports  have  to  say  about  prospects 
for  the  year  ahead. 

Feed  grain  supplies  and  other  concentrates  are  expected  to  be  a 
little  smaller  for  the  '52-53  season  than  during  the  past  year.  That's 
mainly  because  of  the  smaller  stocks  of  feed  grains  at  the  start  of  the 
season,    Requirements  for  feed  are  also  expected  to  be  a  bit  lower  since  a 
small  reduction  in  livestock  numbers  is  in  prospect.    That  cut  would  be 
principally  in  hogs.  .  Demand  for  feed  is  expected  to  continue  strong  and 
the  general  level  of  feed  prices  may.  not  be  a  great  deal  different  from 
that  of  1951-52; 

Total  supplies  of  .feed  concentrates  appear  generally  adequate  to 
meet  expected  needs  In  1952-53 •    However,  there  are  sharp  differences  by 
areas.    The  Corn  Belt  has  ample  feed  but,  as  you  RFD's  in  the  South  realize, 
supplies  are  short  in  those  areas  hard  hit  by  the  drought.    This  will  pro- 
bably mean  more  than  usual  differences  between  prices  in  the  surplus  and 
the  deficit  areas. 

■  ■.'  • 

As  for  corn  prices  this  fall,  the  bumper  crop  in  the  Corn  Belt 
probably  will  result  in  a  seasonal  decline  in  corn  prices,  but  they'll 
probably  advance  later  in  the  marketing  year.    Prices  of  barley  and  sor- 
ghum grains  are  expected  to  average  considerably  higher  than  in  '51-52  as 
the  result  of  smaller  supplies  of  these  grains.    Strong  demand  held  prices 
of  most  protein  feeds  at. the  ceilings  during  the  1951-52  season.  Ceiling 
prices  on  these  feeds  are  now  higher  than  at  the  beginning  of  the  '51-52 
season,  and  pressure  of  the  ceilings  may  not  be  as  great  as  during  the 
past  year. 
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Livestock  and  Meat  in 

Looking  ahead  on  livestock  and  meat,  Department  economists  tell 
us  that  as  a  result  of  a  four-year  expansion  in  the  number  raised,  the 
numher  of  cattle  slaughtered  has  started  to  increase  this  year  and  a  more 
rapid  rise  is  in  prospect  for  1953*    Slaughter  of  hogs  next  year  is  likely 
to  "be  a  little  slower  than  in  195^  and  that  of  sheep  and  lambs  ahout  the 
same.    The  increase  in  cattle  slaughter  is  expected  to  push  total  meat 
production  in  1953  mcderately  above  1952  and  perhaps  to  a  record  high 
peacetime  level. 

Heavier  marlretings  of  cattle  next  year  may  result  in  some  furth9r 
decline  in  the  prices  famers  receive  for  cattle.    Because  of  tlie  com- 
petition from  "beef,  prices  of  hogs  and  lamhs  are  not  expected  to  change 
much  from  this  year. 

The  chances  are  good  for  average  profits  from  feeding  cattle  put 
on  feed  this  fall,  chiefly  "because  prices  paid  for  feeder  cattle  are 
sharply  lover  than  last  year.    Feeder  prices  are  low  enough  that  a  slow 
decline  in  fed  cattle  prices  would  not  reduce  profits  "below  average. 

The  hog-corn  ration  this  fall  is  slightly  "below  average.  This 
would  point  to  a  slight  reduction  in  the  number  of  sows  to  farrow  next 
spring.    On  the  other  hand,  the  "bumper  com  crop  in  the  Western  Corn  Belt 
would  lead  economists  to  predict  larger  spring  farrowings.    All  together, 
they  say  prospects  appear  to  "be  for  a  1953  spring  pig  crop  about  the  same, 
or  at  most  a  little  larger,  than  the  1952  spring  crop. 

As  for  hog  prices  this  winter,  expectations  are  that  they* 11 
not  "be  depressed  as  much  as  last  winter  and  hog  prices  for  1953  as  a 
whole  promise  to  average  as  high  or  a  little  higher  than  in  '52.  The 
hog-corn  price  ratio  may  he  close  to  its  longtime  average,  meaning  ahout 
average  returns  from  hog  production.      ,  . 

Prices  of  lambs  in  '53  may  "be  down  a  "bit  from  this  year's 
prices  "because  of  the  increased  competition  from  heef , 

^feat  consumption  per  person  for  *53  is  forecast  at  l^+U  pounds. 
That's  "bigger  than  in  1952  and  a"bout  as  high  as  in  19^8-50,' 

Dairy  Diary??  •..  •  .  ' 

Department  dairy  economists  say  consumer  demand  for  milk  pro- 
ducts will  continue  strong  in  1953  and  milk  production  may  increase 
slightly.    Prices  of  dairy  products  pro"ba"bly  will  be  a  little  higher  in 
'53  than  in  '52.    However,  dairy  production  costs  will  be  at  least  as 
large  as  in  *52  and  net  income  from  dairy  faming  will  probably  be  not 
too  different  from  '52. 

Economists  point  out  that  it's  significant  that  production  of 
milk  in  the  United  States  has  not  increased  in  the  past  decade  in  con- 
trast to  large  increases  in  population  and  in  total  agricultural  output. 
This  is  partly  the  result  of  a  decline  in  domestic  demand  for  some  dairy 
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products  and  partly  the  recult  of  production  conditions  less  favorable 
than  for  other  fam  products. 

On  I'Doth  specialized  dairy  farms  and  general  farms ^  hourly  re- 
turns from  dairying  have  increased  much  less  tha.n  those  from  other  enter- 
prises.   This  is  important  in  accounting  for  the  l6  percent  drop  since 
19kh  in  numher  of  milk  cows  on  farms  for  the  country  as  a  whole.    The  de- 
cline has  been  heaviest  in  areas  where  alternatives  to  dairying  have  heen 
most  attractive,  such  as  in  tiie  West  North  Central  States.    In  some  areas 
close  to  fluid  milk  markets ^  on  the  other  h^and,  milk  production  has  in- 
creased. 

In  1953  dairying  may  improve  some  relative  to  other  lines  of 
farming.    But  on  the  average,  hourly  returns  to  family  labor  and  manage- 
ment will  continue  lower  on  dairy  farms  than  from  alternative  farming 
enterprises. 

Exanthema  Quarantine  Extended 

Michigan  and  Texas  were  added  to  the  list  of  States  in  which 
vesicular  exanthema  has  "broken  out.    That  brings  the  total  to  twenty- 
seven  States  affected  since  June,    Quarantine  was  also  extended  this  week 
into  areas  not  pi-eviously  quarantined  in  four  other  States,    Details  were 
sent  you  yesterday  in  IJSDA  2257-52, 

"Walking  Sticks"  On  the  March 

An  outbreak  of  one  of  nature's  most  curious  insects, ,, 'talking 
Sticks". ,  .has  turned  up  in  Western  Maryland,    The  pests  have  stripjjed 
leaves  from  oak,  hickory  and  locust  trees  in  a  large  area  just  west  of 
Banc  ock,  I^ry  land . 

Such  outbreaks  are  rare.    However,  they  have  become  more 
numerous  in  recent  years  in  the  Great  Lake  States.    Minor  outbreaks  have 
occurred  in  Michigan,  Wisconijin  and  Minnesota  in  the  past  ten  years. 

They  can  be  controlled  by  applying  DDT  with  airplanes. 

No  Cotton  Quotas 

As  was  called  to  your  attention  in  USDA  release  2l8^^•-52  Sec- 
retary Brannan  announced  last  week  tliat  there'll  be  no  marketing  quotas 
or  acreage  allotments  on  upland  or  extra  long  staple  cotton  produced  in 
1953. 

Grassland  Proceedi ng s 

Enclosed  is  complete  detail  and  an.  order  blank  for  ordering 
copies  of  the  PROCEEDINGS  at  the  Sixth  International  Grassland  Congress, 
Note,  there'll  be  only  one  printing,  of  these  proceedings. 


~  k 

Poultry  and.  Egg  Pi-oepects 

After  polishing  tlieir  scientific  crystal  "ball,  poultry  and  egg 
economists  come  up  vrith  expectations  that  demand  for  poultry  products  in 
19^3  vill  continue  as  strong  atj  it  is  this  fall. 

Production  of  eggs  and  turkeys  is  likely  to  fall  "below  1952 
and  prices  for  eggs  next  spring  prohatly  will  he  above  the  relatively  lovr 
level  of  this  year.    Broiler  output  prohahly  will  again  increase,  though 
at  a  smaller  rate  than  in  most  recent  years,  and  prices  are  likely  to  he 
near  or  slightly  below  1952  levels, 

Poultrymen's  incomes  in  1953  will,  in  the  aggregate,  increase 
over  the  relatively  poor  year  of  1952.    The  increase  will  be  most  apparent 
to  egg  producers,  whose^  eggs  are  likely  to  sell  at  higher  prices  while 
costs  will  hold  steady  or  rise  only  slightly.    Turkey  producers  also  may 
have  1953  returns  above  1952  expectations,  but  the  broiler  industry  is  not 
likely  to  increase  its  net  income  under  the  supply  and  demand  conditions 
expected  for  1953. 

Most  marketings  from  tlie  record-large  1952  turkey  crop  are  yet 
to  be  made.    Farmers*  August  intentions  were  to  market  an  increased 
proportion  of  this  yearns  crop  in  October  or  earlier.    If  these  inten- 
tions were  carried  thorough,  turkey  prices  may  increase  as  the  season 
progresses.    Conditions  affecting  the  price  of  the  1953  turkey  crop  are 
likely  to  include  a  smaller  number  of  turkeys  than  were  raised  this  year, 

Yiew  on  Vegetables 

The  outlook  is  for  continued  strong  demand  for  fresh  and  pro- 
cessed vegetables  in  1953.    If  tlie  weather  is  average  or  better,  farmers 
probably  will  produce  more  potatoes,  sweetpotatoes  and  most  fresh  market 
truck  crops  than  in  1952. 

A  relatively  light  supply  of  old -crop  potatoes  is  indicated  for 
spring,  1953,  9-nd  an  opportimity  seems  evident  for  a  profitable  increase 
in  production  of  early  potatoes  next  year, 

Sweetpotato  production  is  likely  to  increase  moderately  in  1953 j 
but  probably  not  enough  to  reduce  prices  to  farmers  much  below  the  high 
levels  of  lucent  years. 

Continued  strong  demand  for  fresh,  canned  and  frozen  vegetables 
is  expected  in  1953.    Total  production  of  truck  crops  for  the  fresh  mar- 
ket in  1953  inay  be  larger  than  in  1952  when  unfavorable  weather  in  some 
areas  cut  acreage  and  yields  and  caused  alternate  periods  of  glut  and 
scarcity  and  sharp  variations  in  prices. 

The  demand  and  supply  prospects  for  potatoes,  sweetpotatoes 
and  most  fresh  market  truck  crops  indicate  that  prices  next  year  will 
average  a  little  below  the  relatively  high  levels  of  1952, 

Next  USDA  Farm  Price  Report ... .October  29.,, 3  p.m.  EST. 
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From  The  More  General  View 

Grouping  the  various  outlook  prospects  all  together  Bureau  of 
Agricultural  Economics  specialists  say  they  expect  the  demand  for  farm 
products  in  this  country  to  continue  high  during  1953 #    Employment  will  "be 
maintained  at  a  high  level.    Wage  rates  and  consumer  incomes  are  expected 
to.  rise  moderately  at  least  until  mid-year,  and  for  the  year  as  a  whole 
are  likely  to  average  higher  than  in  1952. 

However,  economists  say  the  economic  activity  may  level  off  in 
the  latter  part  of  the  year  if  outlays  for  the  defense  program  are  stabi- 
lized and  if  investment  spending  declines  moderately  as  many  expansion 
programs  are  completed.    Exports  are  expected  to  continue  at  reduced  levels, 

Ag  Outlook  Charts 

Youi'  copy  of  the  BAE  Outlook  Chart  Book,  put  out  each  year  in 
connection,  with  the  outlook  conference,  is  enclosed.    I^terial  from  it  may 
te  used  after  Monday  Octol)er  20.    Also  enclosed  is  your  copy  of  the  Foreign 
Agricultural  Situation  Chart  Book  with  the  vital  statistics  on  the  foreign 
aspects  of  agriculture. 

Octoter  2^th  IM  Birthday 

Octoher  2Uth  "brings  up  another  "birthday  for  the  United  Nations 
with  seven  candles  on  the  cake.    You've  "been  sent  USDA  release  2227-52 
with  Secretary  Brannan's  statement  for  that  day. 

General  Crop  Report 

Last  Friday's  crop  report  indicated  improvement  in  prospects  for 
most  principal  late -growing  crops  during  September,    Forecast  for  corn  is 
now  3  "billion  357  million  "bushels, ,  .71  million  above  expectations  of  Sep- 
tember 1.    Prospects  for  all  hay,  cotton,  spring  wheat,  oats,  barley,  rice, 
flaxseed,  sugar  beets,  peanuts,  potatoes,  sweetpotatoes,  tobacco,  dry 
beans,  peaches,  pears,  grapes,  and  peas  all  improved  during  September,  The 
only  crops  with  poorer  prospects  were  sorghum  grain,  sugarcane,  apples 
and  cranberries. 

Total  crop  volume  is  estimated  at  nearly  2  percent  higher  than 
a  month  earlier. , .the  second  largest  on  record,., and  only  3  percent  below 
the  peak  year  of  19^8. 

Cotton  Crop  Prospects 

Last  week's  cotton  report  brought  an  estimate  of  a  '52  crop  of 
l4,i+13,000  bales.    That's  about  52^+  thousand  bales.,,  or  h  percent ,,  .above 
September  1st  expectations. 

Also  Enclosed 


Garden  and  Home  Food  Preservation  Facts  is  enclosed  this  week 
with  good  words  on  cover  crops  for  conserving  garden  soil  and  winter  pro- 
tection for  the  garden. 
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RecordingB  for  The  .Asking 

From  Ted  Hyman,  Ext.  Radio  and  TV,  North  Carolina,  comes  an  offer 
to  make  tapes  for  anyone  wanting  coverage  of  the  National  Home  Demonstra- 
tion Council  in  Raleigh  "beginning  Octoher  25.    Send  the  tape  directly  to 
Ted  M,  Byman,  Radio  and  TV  Editor,  North  Carolina  State  College,  Raleigh, 
N,  C,  along  with  details  specifying  length  and  content  of  program. 

Network  Fam  and  Home  Shows 

NBC  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour. , .Saturdays  1:00  to  1:30  EST, 
"USDA  Headlines"  with  Ken  Gapen,    October  2^  featui^e  reports  on  the  1952 
Cotton  Mechanization  Conference,    Pick-up  originates  from  KMJ,  Fresno, 
California,    November  1  features  a  pick-up  from  V/BZ,  Boston,  telling  a 
unique  story  of  conseirvation  farming  in  Martlria's  Vineyard  and  Nantucket, 

IfeSB, 

ABC  American  Farmer. .  .Saturdays  12:30  to  1:00  EST.,    "Top  of  the 
Farm  News"  with  Jack  Towers  and  Boh  Crom.  .  October  25  broadcast  features 
an  up-to-the-minute  report  on  the  outlook  for  agriculture  in  1953  from 
the  30th  annual  Agricultural  Outlook  Conference,    November  1  feature  is 
on  "What*s  New  in  Tree  Planting"  with  Bill  Bergoffen  interviewing  Roland 
Rotty  of  the  Forest  Service, 

Among  Ourselves 

You'd  think  it  was  March  1st  arid  moving  day  from  the  number  of 
change  of  address  notices  veWe  gotten  the  past  couple  of  weeks. 

Jack  Timmons  formerly  with  KTBS  in  Shreveport  has  moved  over  to 
KWKE,    Tom  Peacock  replaces  Jack  at  KTBS. 

As  of  Nov,  1  Bob  Miller,  veep  of  NARFD  and  formerly  of  WRFD, 
takes  over  as  farm  service  director  at'  WLW.    That  move  prompts  the  an« 
nouncement  that  Jim  Chapman,  formerly  of  >/TAM-VfNBK  in  Cleveland  will  move 
into  the  spot  at  ¥RFD,  as  of  October  27. 

From  Bob  Nance,  WIOU,  and  Chuck  Worcester,  WMT,  comes. a  Joint 
announcement  that  as  of  Wednesda.y  of  this  week  they're  Joining  forces  in 
the  \IM]}  Farm  Service  Department    to  work  as  a  team,    Bob's  replacement 
at  vnOU  is  William  Hitt. 

And  as  of  the  13th  of  October  our  former  colleague  in  this 
office,  Milton  Bliss,  assumed  the  position  of  agricultural  specialist  with 
NBC  replacing  Paul  Visser,    Paul  has  laovod  to  St,  Louis  with  the  Brown 
Brothers  advertising  agency, 

Wallace  Kadderly,  Mutual  Security  Agency  information  in  Paris 

and  former  Ni^RFD  prexy  and  KGW  RFD,  is  back  in  the  country  on  leave. 

After  a  few  days  here  he'll  head  for  old  stamping  grounds  around  Portland, 

Oregon.    Just  talked  with  him  on  the  phone.    Will  see  him  tomorrow, 
ENCL0S13RES; 

Grassland  Congress  Proceedings  Order  ^  n 

6th  Int'l  Grassland  Congress  Ltr.  ^orciifuiy, 

BAE  Outlook  Chart  /fJ^?i-  • 

OFAR  Situation  Chart  Book  Kenneth  M.  Gapen 

Garden  &  Home  Pres,  Facts  No. 20  Ass't  Director  of  Information 


October  31,  1952 
;  .Letter  No.  537 

Dear  Eadid  Farm  Director: 

In  the  last  PFD  Letter  we  tried  to  do  a  "bit  of  advance  summariza- 
tion on  the  1953  outlook  for  Teed,  livestock  and  meat,  dairy  products,  poul- 
try and  egg  prospects,  vegetables,  and  the  general  farm  economics  picture. 
Now  that  the  Outlook  Conference  is  over  we're  able  to  pass  on  some  addition- 
al dehydrated  summations  of  the  various  aspects  .considered  last  week.  For 
those  of  you  wanting  further  details  we*re  listing  available  speeches  on 
the  back  page. 

Employment 

-Economists  say  civilian  employment  (6l,3  million  in  *52)  will  pro- 
bably continue  high  in  1953.    The  drop  in  numbers  of  persons  working  on 
farms  continued  in  '52.    Total  farm  employment  Ib  9.7  millions  as  compared 
with  10.7  millions  in  '50, 

Farm  Income 

The  increasing  squeeze  of  s'bs.ble  or  rising  costs  of  production 
on  farmers*  net  Income  is  apparent.    From  *k2  through  *^7  farmers  retained 
50  percent  of  annual  gross  income  as  net  income.    Since  then,  expenses  have 
taken  an  even  bigger  bite. 

Income  Outlook 

This  year's  gross  farm  Income  is  estimated  at  2  percent  over  1951. 
Production  expenses  are  up  k  percent.    Next  year's  gross  farm  income  is  not 
expected  to  be  any  larger  and  may  be  down  slightly.    Volume  may  be  main- 
tained but  prices  may  be  lower. 

Export  Demand 

Foreign  demand  for  U.  S.  farm  goods  in  1952-53  year  is  apt  to  be 
down  substantially  from  this  year.    Only  part  of  the  foreign  dollars  will 
be  available,  for  buying  agricultural  products  here.    The  United  Kingdom  in 
particular  will  have  fewer  dollars  to  spend, 

DoasBtic  Demand 

This  is  expected  to  stay  high  in  1953 •  However,  economic  activity 
may  level  off  in  the  latter  part  of  the  year  if  outlays  for  the  defense  pro- 
gram become  established  and  investment  for  new  expansion  slows  do\7n. 
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Mobile  Legume  In  The  Neva 

Creeping  alfalfa  turned  up  in  Department  news  this  week  and  I 
think  we'll  be  hearing  more  about  it.    Agronomists  think  this  ma.y  be  a  big 
part  of  the  answer  to  improving  the  yield  of  livestock  feed  on  much  of  the 
200  million  acres  of  range  pasture  of  the  Great  Plains, 

The  story  behind  creeping  alfalfa  is  quite  a  dramtic  one  and  has 
been  sparked  by  the  need  for  a  legume"  associate  for  grasses  that  can  per- 
sist under  hard  climatic  and  grazing  conditions  and  provide  additional  ni- 
trogen. 

Creeping  alfalfas  have  grown  in  various  parts  of  the  world  for 
centuries,  but  one  of  the  first  to  attract  attention  in  this  countary. was . 
brought  from  Siberia  by  Prof.  N.  Eo  Hansen  in  South  Dakota  close  to  "fifty  " 
years  ago.    It  was  overlooked  until  the  19^0's,    However,  it  hs.d  been  in- 
creased and  spread  to  many  farmers  for  trial  in  the  Northern  Great  Plains. 
A-  check  during  the  past  year  or  so  shoKed  that  even  after  years  of  drought, 
hot  summers,  cold  winters,  overgrazing- and  cropping,  many  of  the  hardy 
plants,  still  flourished.    Some  packets  of  Hansen's  early  seed  were  found  at 
the  Northern  Great  Plains  Field  Station  at  Mandan,  3.  Dak.,  and,  in  spite 
of  their  age,  germinated  50  percent. 

The  persistence  of  these  plants  and  the  long  life  of  their  seed, 
indicates  the  possibility  of  a  successful  grazing  alfalfa.  Seed  supplies 
are  now  being  increased  at  several  stations  for  further  tests.. 

Another  creeping  alfalfa,  brought  to  Oregon  from  Wisconsin  many 
years  ago,  and  originally  from  Siberia,  has  proved  to  be  hardy  and  with  ., 
possibilities  as  a  range  forage.    Now  it  is  the  commercial  variety  "off icial- 
ly  named  Nomad,  and  limited  quantities  of  seed  are  sold, 

A  field  of  creeping  alfalfa,  planted  in  Alaska  during  gold  rush 
days,  was  brought  back  to  notice  in  19^6,  the  last  crop  plants  of  any  kind 
surviving  on  what  had  been  .a  Federal  experiment  station  at  Bampa.rt  up  to 

192^^-  .  -    :■  ,  ^  •  ■ 

There's  also  been  work  done  on  this  type  of  alfalfa  in  Canada. and 
in  other  northern  countries  . ,  some  European  varieties  as  far  north  as  ■  ■ 
Tromso,  Norway;  some  promising  selections  in  South  An^rica,  notably  Uruguay, 
under  conditions  similar  to  those  of  the  Southern  Great  Plains.  Several 
strains  with  promise  for  the  Plains  are  being. tried  out  iij  approximately 
20  western  States  by  State  and  Federal  research  men,     .  ' 

Another  creeping  alfalfa  was  found  twenty  years  ago  in  dry,  denuded 
goat  pastures  of  Turkey  by  a  Department  explorer  Harvey  West over.    More  were 
found  wild  in  Greece,  Spain.    About  the  pame  time  a  creeping  alfalfa  of  un- 
known origin  was  found  on  a  golf  course  at  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  where  it  had 
stood  close  mowing  for  at  least  five  years.    Promising  plants  of  this. kind 
were  added  to  the  Foderal-Stat^  collection  in  Nebraska,    By  combining  various 
strains,  plant  breeders  have  produced  several  new  ones  that  seem  to  have 
what  is  needed  in  a  successful  legume  to  go  along  with  the  Great  Plains., 
grasses. 


RFD's  Represented 


On  Monday  of  this  week  Secretary  Brannan  announced  the  appointment 
of  the  National  Gai-den  and  Eome  Food  Preservation  Advisory  Committee  for  the 
coming  year.    Representing  the  RFD's  is  Phil  Alampi,  WJZ.    If  he  can't  make 
it,  Bob  Crom  or  I  will  represent  your  interests.    The  committee  will  meet 
here  at  the  Department  in  Washington  Novenibe-r  6  and  7. 

Plant  For  Safety 

■When  landscaping  the  home  grounds  this  fall--or  planning  landscap- 
ing for  next  spring,  Department  specialists  suggest  considering  the  safety.  . 
of  the  home  driveway.    Home  owners  frequently  make  the  mistake  of  planting 
small  evergreen  trees  on  either  side  of  the  driveway  entrance  or  setting 
hedges  close  to  that  entrance.    As  trees  or  hedges  grow,  they  can  "becon^ 
traffic  hazards  by  shutting  off  full  view  of  the  road  or  street.  Entrances 
hidden  this  way  prevent  the  driver  emerging  from  home  from  seeing  traffic 
coming  on  the  road  or  street,  and  they  also' prevent  highway  motorists  from 
seeing  him.    Children  running  or  pedaling  out  of  the  driveway  on  bicycles 
or  tricycles  also  are  endangered  by  such  blind  entranceways , 

Farm  safety  specialists  often  have  pointed  out  that  many  farm 
drivevra.ys  are  serious  safety  hazards  because  the  approach  is  hidden  by  brush 
and  trees.    More  than  a  third  of  farm  accidents  result  from  motor  vehicle 
mishaps.    Blind  highways  contribute  to  this  record. 

To  test  a  drive\ra,y  for  safety,  the  specialists  suggest, stopping 
the  car  in  the  driveway  about  10  feet  from  the  road  and  then  seeing  whether 
there's  a  clear  view  several  hundred  feet,  both  right  ard.  left. 

The  safest  type  of  driveway  widens  as  it  approaches  the  road  or 
eti-eet  and  has  rio  trees,  bushes  or  other  obstructions  to  hide  it.  Decora- 
tive .planting  can  be  ^ust  as  attractive  aiad  is  much  safer  close  to  the  house 
than  at  the  drive\7ay  entrance,-  However,  low-growing  planting  my  be  used 
along  the  roadway- -or  hedges  that  are  kept  trimmed  low  enough  so  that  they 
will  not  hide  cars  or  children. 

Fertilizing  Winter  Grazing  Crops 

Department  sc-ientists  using  radioactive,  isotopes  have  come  up  with 
a  more  accurate  appraisal  of  methods  of  applying  fertilizer  to  winter  graz- 
ing crops  in  the  South,    They  say  the  best  way  is  to  drill  the  fertilizer 
in  bands.    Recent  research  with  crimson  clover,  using  radioactive  phosphorus 
showed  that  banding  the  fertilizer  increased,  the  amount  of  phosphorus  in 
the  plants  and  resulted  in  much  better  growth  of  plants  near  the  fertilizer 
than  was  obtained  when  the  fertilizer  was  broadcast  and  then  disked  in,  Thjey 
point  out  that  the  faster  growth  is  of  particular  importance  in  unfavorable 
seasons,  because  drought  or  cold  weather  would  probably  kill  the  small  and 
weaker  plants. 


Next  General  Crop  Report,  Wednesday,  November  12 
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Farm  Prices  and  Costs  This  Month 

Wednesday's  Department  price  report  showed  prices  received  "by 
farmers  were  down, 2  percent  for  the  month  ending  October  15  while  prices 
farmers  paid  were  down  1  percent.    Biggest  price  drops,  on  the  revenue - 
side  were  for  meat  animals ^  cotton,  corn,  chickens,  and  potatoes.  They 
were  offset  only  in  part  "by  higher  prices  on  milk,  eggs,  ai^  fruits.    On  ■ 
the  farm  cost  side,  lower  prices  for  feed,  food,  feeder  livestock,  motor 
supplies,  and  farm  wages  were  largely  responsible  for  the  1  percent  cost 
drop.  ■ 

.Soybean  Support 

Natioml  average  support  price  for  1953  crop  soybeans  has  been 
announced  as  $2.56  per  bushel.    That's  the  same  as  the  support  price  on 
the  1952  crop  now  being  marketed.    Support  will  be  carried  out  through 
loans  and  pTirchase:  agreements  that  will  be  available  to  producers  from 
time  of  harvest  through  January  195^,    The  beans  must  grade. No.  h  or  bet- 
ter and  contain  not  more  than  Ih  percent  moisture.    County  PMA  "committees 
can  give  additional  infonnation  on  both  years*  program. 

Fire  Fighting  Help  Needed 

As  you're  probably  well  aware  the  foirest  fire  danger  on  a  nation- 
wide scale  is  the  greatest  on  record.    Forest  fires  are  raging  in  almost 
all  sections  of  the  country.    The  worst  of  the  outbreaks  is  on  and  near 
the  Cherokee  National  Forest  in  Tennessee.    This  fire  has  already  b'orned 
25,00c  acres.    Smoke  has  resulted  in  zero  ..visibility,  thereby  hampering 
work  in  the  ground  and  making  aerial  reconnaissance  impossible, 

.   Other  forest  fire  reports  indicate  critical  fire  weather  con- 
ditions in  the  woods  throughout  the  country,    Montana  and  other  western 
areas  are  experiencing •  the  driest  October  since  I87O,    Numerous  States 
-have  closed  forested  areas  to  public  use,  because  of  the  critical  fire 
conditions. 

In  the  Midwest,  South  and  East,  dry  leaves  on  the  ground  in  the 
woods  are  an  additional  fire  hazard  to  tinder-box  conditions.  Illinois 
reports  that  200  fires  burned  about  50,000  acres  last  treek-end,  Michigan 
had  22B  fires  last  week  which  covered  some  1,700  acres. 

Until  this  month  woods  users  had  established  an  exceptionally 
low  record  for  man.-caused  fires,    Anythijag  that  you  as  an  RFD  can  do  to 
remind  people  of  the  extreme  caution  needed  to  help  maintain  that  record 
will  be  of  real  service. 

Book  Of  The  Trade 

Les  Schlup  of  the  Extension  Service  here  in  the  Department  calls 
my  attention  to  Bill  Ward's  new  book  on  "Reporting  Agriculture."  Although 
I  haven't  seen  a  copy  as  yet,  Les  says  it's  most  worthvrhile. 

Next  Cotton  Report,  Monday,  November  10 


-  5  - 


l&Bt  Minute  Bulletin — 

Just  announced  by  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture  ie  a  state  of 
emergency  arising  from  tlie  existence  of  a  disease  of  sheep  known  as  "ecrapie" 
(scrape-ee)  now  existing  in  California.    You're  "being  mailed  complete  de- 
tails on  this  proclamation  in  USDA  release  2392-52. 

Network  Farm  and  Home  Shows 

ABC  American  Fame r, .  .Saturdays  12:30  to  1:30  EST.     "Top  of  the 
Farm  News"  with  Jack  Towers  and  Boh  Crom,    November  8  feature  on  "New  Ideas 
on  Planting  Trees"  with  Bill  Bergoffen  and  Roland  Rotty.    November  15  fea- 
ture originates  with  Phil  Alampi  in  New  York  and  covers  the  story  of  the 
returning  JFYE's, 

NBC  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour ... Saturday e  1:00  to  1:30  EST. 
"USDA  Headlines"  with  Ken  Gapen. 

Among  Ourselves 

Bob  Parker,  Ext,  Radio,  South  Dakota,  informs  us  that  his  tran- 
scription service  to  radio  stations  -in  the  State  is  back  in  business  after 
taking  time  out  to  improve  their  duplicating  equipment.    Currently  he*s 
offering  five  to  nine  minute  interviews  on  fall  care  of  trees,  preparations 
for  spring  tree  planting,  brome  grass  pointers,  fall  beef  outlook,  fall  lawn 
care,  control  of  brucellosis  in  South  Dakota,  poultry  tips  for  the  month, 
corn  picker  safety  and  adjustment,  and  grain  fumigation  for  insect  control, 

A  letter  from  Mai  Hansen,  WOW,  reminds  us  that  the  NAE^D  meeting 
will  soon  be  with  us. ,, November  29  and  30  at  the  Conrad -Hilton  Hotel  in 
Chicago,    Opening  session  starts  at  9j30  Saturday  morning,    1^1  says,  "DO 
NOT  make  your  re solvations  direct  with  the  hotel.    Instead,  advise  Jerry 
Seaman  at  the  Bert  Gittins  Agency,  739  North  Broadway  in  Milwaukee,  He 
will  handle  all  reservations  and  assures  prompt  action.    Tell  Jerry  if  you 
need  a  single  room,  double  room,  or  suite.    Give  him  your  arrival  time  (morn- 
ing, afternoon,  or  evening),  and  also  provide  your  departure  date.    DO  IT 

now:  " 

Looking  Ahead  On  Tlie  Calendar 

Kris  Peterson  of  the  American  Medical  Association  tells  me  he* 11 
be  on  hand  at  the  Eighth  National  Conference  on  Rural  Health  in  Roanoke, 
Virginia,  February  27  and  28  to  help  RFD's  in  covering  that  event.  He 
hopes  as  many  RFD's  as  possible  will  mark  those  dates  on  their  calendars. 

Cordially, 


Kenneth  M.  Gapen 
AssH  Director  of  Information 
for  Radio  and  Television 


Enclosure : 
Statistical  Summary 
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Mr,  Kenneth  M«  Gapen 
AsG*t  Director  of  Informs.tion 
Eadio  and.  Television  Service 
U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 
Washington  25,  D.  C, 

Dear  Ken: 

Please  send  me  copies  of  the  I953  outlook  discussions  I  have  checked  below: 


Agriculture's  Future 
"The  Agricultural  Outlook 
Consumption  as  a  Measure  of  How  Well 
"Farm  Families  are  Living 
Farm  Costs 

"Farm  Family  Living  Costs 

~The  Food  Outlook 

"indexes  of  Levels  of  Living  for 

'Counties  &  Other  Geographic  Areas 

Looking  Ahead  for  Mutual  Security 
"The  Outlook  for  Cotton  in  the  1952- 

53  Crop  Year 

The  Outlook  for  Dairy  Products 
"Outlook  for  Domestic  Demand  in  1953 

The  Outlook  for  Eggs  and  Poultry  in 
"1953 

_The  Outlook  for  Feed  in  1953 
"The  Outlook  for  Fruits  and  Tree 
"Nuts  in  1953 

_The  Outlook  for  Meat' Animals  in  1953 
The  Outlook  for  Oilseeds,  Fats,  and 
'Oils  in  1952-53 

_The  Outlook  for  Tohacco  in  1953  " 
"The  Outlook  for  U,  S,  Agricultural 
Exports 

The  Outlook  for  Vegetables  in  1953 
"The  Outlook  for  Wheat  in  1953 -5^t 
The  World  Economic  Outlook 


Knox  T.  Hutchinson,  SEC 
Frederick  V,  Waugh,  BAE 

Gertrude  S.  Weiss,  BEHHE 
0.  Y.  Wells,  BAE 
Hazel  K.  Stiebeling,  BHIJHE 
^ferguerite  C.  Burk,  BAE 

l^rgaret  Jarman  Hagood,  BAE 
D.  A.  FitzGerald,  MSA 

Frank  Lowenstein,  BAE 
H,  C.  Kriesel,  BAE 
Nathan  M.  Koff  sl^y,  BAE 

Edward  Karpoff ,  BAE 
Malcolm  Clough,  BAE 

Bon  E.  Pubols,  BAE 
Harold  F.  Breimyer,  BAE 

S.  Gershben,  BAE 
Arthur  G,  Conover,  BAE 

John  J.  Eaggerty,  OFAR 
Herbert  W.  Mumford,  Jr.,  BAE 
Robert  E.  Post,  BAE 
Robert  C.  Turner,  BAE 


'  (name) 

(address ) 
(city,  zone,  state) 


